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Tempted to renovate your
home? TV's Kunle Barker
shares 4 top tips for
getting started

The Renovate Don't Relocate regular imparts some insider wisdom for tackling a big project. By

Luke Rix-Standing. =
Dapper and a decor pro (Krier Photography/PA)

Current weather patterns might be trying to trick us into thinking otherwise, but it is now But renovating is no flat-pack wardrobe, and for the vast majority it's not a DI affair - so
officially spring - so what better time to cultivate your own little bit of domestic rebirth? e defymstoet)

Step forward Kunle Barker, presenter of ITV's Love Your Home And Garden’ with Alan

With house prices constantly rising, home renovation is an increasingly common option for Titchmarsh, expert on Renovate Don't Relocate with Sorah Beeny. and host of Grand Designs

those seeking a significant change, without the immense expense or hassle of moving. Of Live with Kevin McCloud

course, a big project like renovating can add serious value to your property too, or simply Phioniafieis o i el ik ek Ho Hckichid o e, ol ndiar thi Figorois ghore oF TV

provide the extra space or refresh you've been dreaming of. cameras. Here are his top tips for getting started..
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ASstabia yourears corely 2. Set up clear boundaries for the project

“Always hire the most skilled person for the job. That means choosing an accredited architect 3P 2 3 2 ) > /
‘It's imperative that you get the right contract established for the project. Your architect will be

who will not only be able to help you imagine your ‘grand design’, but deliver it on time and to
budget, without compromising on quality. able to help you with this. It will cost extra but it's absolutely essential for establishing ferms

such as payment clauses.

“Choose a good, reliable and stable builder with a track record you can frust. Your architect will

be able to recommend someone (ideally someone they have already worked with) who will

deliver good value for money.

Project managers — a short term cost for a ong term gain (iStock/PA)

Prioritise a good hire - getting the right person could underpin your project (iStock/PA) “Should you employ a project manager? Yes, ideally an independent project manager from a

“Ensure your builder provides you with an itemised quotation, and your architect with a construction consultancy - it will end up saving you money in the long run and will help the
schedule of work and full specifications (for materials and fittings). This will allow you fomakea  programme to run to schedule.
thorough assessment your pricing.

_ _ _ “Set your parameters for success (this could be defined by quality of work, budget and
“Even with recommendations from your architect, make sure you contact your selected

T, timescale) and communicate these to everyone in the project team. Your architect, builder,

their referees lofs of questions about the project delivery!” project manager and suppliers all need to understand what you are working fowards.”
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3. Supervise - and keep an eye out for ways to cost-cut
"Price check, negotiate and place bulk orders with suppliers where possible. For smaller items
and sundries (screws, fixings, brackets, etc), shop around and split them from bulk orders if

necessary, in order fo get the best price.

“Control your budget carefully by linking it fo your programme, having weekly meetings with

your project manager, and always adding contingency as backup.

You can squeeze storage space out of every nook and cranny (iStock/PA)

“Design hacks, such as better storage solutions (instead of an extension), lowering windows
(instead of widening), changing materials and updating your kitchen can deliver amazing

results at much lower cost”

4. Don't underestimate the final touches

“Final touches - like adding mirrors, flashes of colour, statement furniture and fabrics - can
have transformative effects on your space. Don't be afraid to play around with what you like
and try to work creatively with what you have. Statement pieces mean you don't need to get

rid of your existing things to radically change the feel of a room.

A few well-placed fittings can transform your room and your day (iStock/PA)

“And don't forget the garden. They are often the most neglected parts of properties and offer
the opportunity to provide a natural extension of your home - add colour and decoration with

planting and accessories

“Lighting is fundamental to the feel of a space - never underestimate the value of getting this
right. The key is flexibility — you want to be able to light the room in several different ways - and

lamps are a great way to deliver this and create atmosphere.”

Kevin McCloud and Kunle Barker will be appearing at Grand Designs Live at London’s ExCel from
May 4-12. For more information and tickets, visit ara
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Tempted to renovate but
don't know where to start?

TV’s Kunle Barker shares his top tips for getting started.

The Renovate Don’t Reiocate regular imparts
some insider wisdom for tackling a big project.
By Luke Rix-Standing (PA).

Current weather patterns might be trying to trick
us into thinking otherwise, but it is now officially
spring - s0 what better time to cultivate your own
little bit of domestic rebirth?

With house prices constantly rising, home
renovation is an increasingly common option
for those seeking a significant change, without
the immense expense or hassle of moving. Of
course, a big project like renovating can add
serious value 10 your property too, or simply
provide the extra space or refresh you've been
dreaming of.

But renovating is no flat-pack wardrobe, and for
the vast majority it's not a DIY affair - so where
do you starnt?

Step forward Kunie Barker, presenter of ITV's
Love Your Home And Garden with Alan Titch-
marsh, expert on Renovate Don't Relocate with
Sarah Beeny, and host of Grand Designs Live
with Kevin McCloud.

Renovations are a big task - but Barker has
handied a fair few, all under the rigorous glare
of TV cameras. Here are his top tips for getting
started...

1. ASSEMBLE YOUR TEAM CAREFULLY
“Always hire the most skilled person for the job.
That means choosing an accredited architect
who will not only be able to help you imagine
your ‘grand design’, but deliver It on time and to
budget, without compromising on quality.
“Choose a good, reliable and stable builder
with a track record you can trust. Your architect
will be able to recommend someone (ideally
someone they have already worked with) who
will deliver good value for money.

“Ensure your bullder provides you with an
Itemised quotation, and your architect with a
schedule of work and full specifications (for ma-

tenals and MUNgs). 1Nis will allow you 1o make a
thorough assessment your pricing.

“Even with recommendations from your ar-
chitect, make sure you contact your selected
bullder's referees directly, and try to visit a live
site they are working on. Don't be afraid to ask
their referees lots of questions about the project
delivery!”

2. SET UP CLEAR BOUNDARIES FOR THE
PROJECT

“It's imperative that you get the right contract
established for the project. Your architect will be
able 1o help you with this, It will cost extra but
it's absolutely essential for establishing terms.
such as payment clauses.

“Should you employ a project manager? Yes,
Ideally an independent project manager from a
construction consultancy - it will end up saving
you money in the long run and will help the

programme to run to schedule,

“Set your parameters for success (this could be
defined by quality of work, budget and times-
cale) and communicate these to everyone in
the project team. Your architect, builder, project
manager and suppliers all need to understand
what you are working towards.”

2. SBUPERVIEE AND KEEP AN EVE OUT FOR
WAYS TO COST-CUT

“Price check, negotiate and place bulk orders
with suppliers where possible, For smaller
items and sundries (screws, fixings, brackets,
etc), shop around and split them from bulk or-
ders if necessary, in order to get the best price.
*Control your budget carefully by linking it to
your programme, having weekly meetings with
your project manager, and always adding contin-
gency as backup,

“Design hacks, such as better storage solutions
(instead of an extension), lowering windows
(instead of widening), changing materials and

updating your kitchen can deliver amazing
results at much lower cost.”

4. DON'T UNDERESTIMATE THE FINAL
TOUCHES

“Final touches - like adding mirrors, flashes of
colour, statement furniture and fabrics - can
have transformative effects on your space.
Don’t be afraid to play around with what you like
and try to work creatively with what you have.
Statement pieces mean you don't need to get
rid of your existing things to radically change
the feel of a room,

“And don't forget the garden, They are often the
most neglected parts of properties and offer
the opportunity to provide a natural extension
of your home - add colour and decoration with
planting and accessories.

“Lighting Is fundamental to the feel of a space
- never underestimate the value of getting this
right. The key is fiexibility - you want to be able
to light the room in several different ways - and
lamps are a great way to deliver this and create
atmosphere.”

Kevin McCloud and Kunle Barker will be appear-

ing ot Crand % ino Live ot London's ExCol
from May 4 - 12,
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Tempted to renovate but don't know
where to start?

IStock/PA

v f G & ina

The Renovate Don’t Relocate regular imparts some insider wisdom for
tackling a big project. By Luke Rix-Standing (PA).

Current weather patterns might be trying to trick us into thinking
otherwise, but it is now officially spring - so what better time to

cultivate your own little bit of domestic rebirth?

, With house prices constantly rising, home renovation is an increasingly

Kuinie Barker. Picture Kier common option for those seeking a significant change, without the
Photography/PA immense expense or hassle of moving. Of course, a big project like
renovating can add serious value to your property too, or simply

provide the extra space or refresh you've been dreaming of.
But renovating is no flat-pack wardrobe, and for the vast majority it's not a DIY affair - so where do you start?

Step forward Kunle Barker, presenter of ITV's Love Your Home And Garden with Alan Titchmarsh, expert on
Renovate Don't Relocate with Sarah Beeny, and host of Grand Designs Live with Kevin McCloud.

Renovations are a big task - but Barker has handled a fair few, all under the rigorous glare of TV cameras. Here

are his top tips for getting started...
1. Assemble your team carefully

“Always hire the most skilled person for the job. That means choosing an accredited architect who will not
only be able to help you imagine your ‘grand design, but deliver it on time and to budget, without

compromising on quality.

“Choose a good, reliable and stable builder with a track record you can trust. Your architect will be able to
recommend someone (ideally someone they have already worked with) who will deliver good value for

money.

“Ensure your builder provides you with an itemised quotation, and your architect with a schedule of work and

full specifications (for materials and fittings). This will allow you to make a thorough assessment your pricing.

“Even with recommendations from your architect, make sure you contact your selected builder’s referees
directly, and try to visit a live site they are working on. Don’t be afraid to ask their referees lots of questions

about the project delivery!”
2. Set up clear boundaries for the project

“It’s imperative that you get the right contract established for the project. Your architect will be able to help

you with this. It will cost extra but it’s absolutely essential for establishing terms such as payment clauses.

“Should you employ a project manager? Yes, ideally an independent project manager from a construction

consultancy - it will end up saving you money in the long run and will help the programme to run to schedule.

“Set your parameters for success (this could be defined by quality of work, budget and timescale) and
communicate these to everyone in the project team. Your architect, builder, project manager and suppliers all

need to understand what you are working towards.”
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3. Supervise - and keep an eye out for ways to cost-cut

“Price check, negotiate and place bulk orders with suppliers where possible. For smaller items and sundries
(screws, fixings, brackets, etc), shop around and split them from bulk orders if necessary, in order to get the

best price.

“Control your budget carefully by linking it to your programme, having weekly meetings with your project

manager, and always adding contingency as backup.

“Design hacks, such as better storage solutions (instead of an extension), lowering windows (instead of

widening), changing materials and updating your kitchen can deliver amazing results at much lower cost.”
4. Don’t underestimate the final touches

“Final touches - like adding mirrors, flashes of colour, statement furniture and fabrics - can have
transformative effects on your space. Don’t be afraid to play around with what you like and try to work
creatively with what you have. Statement pieces mean you don’t need to get rid of your existing things to

radically change the feel of a room.

“And don’t forget the garden. They are often the most neglected parts of properties and offer the opportunity

to provide a natural extension of your home - add colour and decoration with planting and accessories.

“Lighting is fundamental to the feel of a space - never underestimate the value of getting this right. The key is
flexibility - you want to be able to light the room in several different ways - and lamps are a great way to deliver

this and create atmosphere.”

Kevin McCloud and Kunle Barker will be appearing at Grand Designs Live at London’s ExCeL from May 4 - 12.
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Tempted to renovate your home?
TV’s Kunle Barker shares his top tips

It is now officially spring - so what
better time to cultivate your own
little bit of domestic rebirth?

With house prices constantly
rising, home renovation is an
increasingly common option for
those seeking a significant change,
without the immense expense or
hassle of moving. Of course, a big
project like renovating can add
serious value to your property too,
or simply provide the extra space or
refresh you've been dreaming of

But renovating is no flat-pack
wardrobe, and for the vast majority
it's not a DIY affair - so where do
you start?

Step forward Kunle Barker,
presenter of ITV's Love Your Home
And Garden with Alan Titchmarsh,
expert on Renovate Don't Relocate
with Sarah Beeny, and host of

;;r:\nd Designs Live with Kevin
cCloud.

Renovations are a big task - but
Barker has handled a fair few, all
under the rigorous glare of TV
cameras. Here are his top tips for
getting started.

1. Assemble your team carefully

Always hiire the most skilled
person for the job. That means
choosing an accredited architect
who will not only be able to help
you imagine your ‘grand design’,
but deliver it on time and to budget,
without compromising on quality:.

“Choose a good, reliable and
stable builder with a track record

you can trust. Your architect will be
able to recommend somconc
(ideally someone they have already
worked with) who will deliver good
value for money.

“Ensure your builder provides
you with an itemised quotation,
and your architect with a schedule
of work and full specifications (for
materials and fittings). This will

allow you to make a thorough
asscssmoent your pricing.

“Even with recommendations
from your architect, make sure you
contact your sclected builder’s
referces directly, and try to visita
live site they are working on. Don’t
be afraid to ask their referces lots
of questions about the project
delivery!”

2. Set up clear boundaries for the
project

“It's imperative that you get the
right contract established for the
project. Your architect will be able
to help you with this. It will cost
extra but it's absolutely essential
for establishing terms such as
payment clauses.

“Should you employ a project
manager? Yes, ideally an
independent project manager from
a construction consultancy - it will
end up saving you money in the
long run and will help the
programme to run to schedule.

“Set your parameters for success
(this could be defined by quality of
work, budget and timescale) and
communicate these to everyone in
the project team. Your architect,
builder, project manager and
suppliers all need to understand
what you are working towards.”

3. Supervise - and keep an eye out
for ways to cost-cut

“Price check, negotiate and place
bulk orders with suppliers where
possible. For smaller items and
sundries (screws, fixings, brackets,
etc), shop around and split them
from bulk orders if necessary, in
order to get the best price.

“Control your budget carefully by
linking it to your programme,
having weckly meetings with your
project manager, and always adding
contingency as backup.

“Design hacks, such as better

storage solutions (instead of an
extension), lowering windows
(instead of widening), changing
materials and updating your
kitchen can deliver amazing results
at much lower cost.”

4. Don’t underestimate the final
touches

“Final touches - like adding
mirrors, flashes of colour,
statement furniture and fabrics -
can have transformative effects on
your space. Don't be afraid to play
around with what yvou like and try
to work creatively with what you
have. Statement picces mean you
don't need to get rid of your
existing things to radically change
the feel of a room

“And don't forget the garden. They
are often the most neglected parts
of properties and offer the
opportunity to provide a natural
extension of your home - add colour
and decoration with planting and
accessories.

“Lighting is fundamental to the
feel of a space - never
underestimate the value of getting
this right. The key is flexibility
you want to be able to light the
room in several different ways - and
lamps are a great way to deliver
this and create atmosphere.”

Kevin McCloud and Kunle Barker

will be appearing at Grand Designs
Liyc at London’s ExCeL Trom may 1
to 12. For more information and

tickets, visit granddesignslive.com.
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Tempted to renovate your home?
TV’s Kunle Barker shares top tips

Itisnow officially spring-sowhat
better timeto cultivate your own
little bit of domesticrebirth?

With house prices constantly
rising, homerenovation isan
increasingly common option for
those seeking a significant change,
without theimmense expense or
hassle of moving. Of course, abig
project likerenovating can add
seriousvaluetoyour property too,
or simply providethe extra space
or refresh you've been dreaming of

But renovatingisno flat-pack
wardrobe, and for the vast majority
it'snot aDIY affair -sowheredo
you start?

Step forward Kunle Barker,
presenter of ITV'sLove Your Home

And Garden with Alan Titchmarsh,

expert on Renovate Don't Relocate
with Sarah Beeny, and host of

Grand Designs Livewith Kevin
KrcCroud

Renovationsareabigtask -but
Barker has handled a fair few, all
under therigorousglareof TV
cameras. Herearehistop tips for
getting started...

1. Assemble your team carefully

“Alwayshirethemost skilled
person for the job. That means
choosing an accredited architect
whowill not only be ableto help
you imagine your ‘grand design’,
but deliver it on time and to budget,
without compromising on quality.

“Choose agood, reliableand
stablebuilder with atrack record
you can trust, Your architect will
be abletorecommend someone
(ideally someone they have already
worked with)who will deliver good
value for money.

“Ensureyour builder provides
you with an itemised quotation,
and your architect with aschedule
of work and full specifications (for
materials and fittings). Thiswill
allow you tomake a thorough
assessment your pricing.

“Even with recommendations
from your architect, make sure you
contact your selected builder’'s
refereesdirectly, andtry tovisita

livesitethey areworkingon. Don't
be afraid to ask their refereeslots
of questions about the project
delivery!”

2. Set up clear boundaries for the
project

“It'simperativethat you get the
right contract established for the
project. Your architect will beable
to help you with this, It will cost
extrabut it's absolutely essential
for establishingtermssuch as

payment clauses

“Should you employ a project
manager ? Yes, ideally an
independent project manager from
aconstruction consultancy -it will
end up saving you money in the
longrun and will help the
programmetorun to schedule.

“ Set your parameters for success
(this could be defined by quality of
work, budget and timescale) and
communicatetheseto everyonein
the project team. Your architect,
builder, project manager and
suppliersall need to understand
what you areworking towards.”

3. Supervise-and keep an eye out
for waysto cost-cut

“Pricecheck, negotiate and place
bulk orderswith supplierswhere
possible. For smaller items and
sundries (screws, fixings, brackets,
etc), shop around and split them
from bulk ordersif necessary,in
order toget the best price.

“Control your budget carefully by
linkingittoyour programme,
havingweekly meetingswith your
project manager, and always
adding contingency as backup

“Design hacks, such as better
storage solutions (instead of an
extension), loweringwindows
(instead of widening), changing
materials and updating your
kitchen can deliver amazing
results at much lower cost.”

4. Don't underestimatethefinal
touches

“Final touches-likeadding
mirrors, flashes of colour,
statement furnitureand fabrics -
can havetransformative effectson

your space. Don't be afraid to play
around with what you likeand try
towork creatively with what you
have. Statement pieces mean you
don’t need to get rid of your
existingthingstoradically change
thefeel of aroom

“And don't forget the garden.
They areoften the most neglected
partsof propertiesand offer the
opportunity toprovideanatural
extension of your home -add
colour and decoration with
planting and accessories

“Lightingisfundamental tothe
feel of a space-never
underestimatethevalueof getting
thisright. Thekey isflexibility -
you want tobeabletolight the
room in several different ways -
and lamps are a great way to
deliver this and create
atmosphere.”

Kevin McCloud and Kunle Barker
will beappearing at Grand Designs
Liveat London’s ExCel from May 4
to 12. For moreinformation and
tickets, visit granddesignslive.com
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Tempted to renovate your home?
TV’s Kunle Barker shares top tips

It is now officially spring - so what
better time to cultivate your own
little bit of domestic rebirth?

With house prices constantly
rising, home renovation is an
increasingly common option for
those seeking a significant change,
without the immense expense or
hassle of moving. Of course, a big
project like renovating can add
serious value to your property too,

or simply provide the extra space or

refresh vou've been dreaming of.
But renovating is no flat-pack
wardrobe, and for the vast majority
it's not a DIY affair - so where do
you start?
Step forward Kunle Barker,
presenter of I'TV's Love Your Home

And Garden with Alan Titchmarsh,

expert on Renovate Don’t Relocate
with Sarah Beeny, and host of
Grand Designs Live with Kevin
| 3 Owc

Renovations are a big task - but
Barker has handled a fair few, all
under the rigorous glare of TV
cameras. Here are his top tips for
getting started...

1. Assemble your team carefully

“Always hire the most skilled
person for the job. That means
choosing an accredited architect
who will not only be able to help
vou imagine your ‘grand design’,
but deliver it on time and to budget,
without compromising on quality.

“Choose a good, reliable and
stable builder with a track record

you can trust. Your architect will be
able to recommend someone
(ideally someone they have already
worked with) who will deliver good
value for money.

“Ensure your builder provides
yvou with an itemised quotation,
and vour architect with a schedule
of work and full specifications (for
materials and fittings). This will

allow you to make a thorough
assessment your pricing.

“Even with recommendations
from your architect, make sure you
contact your selected builder's
referees directly, and try to visit a
live site they are working on. Don't
be afraid to ask their referees lots
of questions about the project
delivery!”

2. Set up clear boundaries for the
project

“It's imperative that you get the
right contract established for the
project. Your architect will be able
to help yvou with this. It will cost
extra but it's absolutely essential
for establishing terms such as
payment clauses.

“Should you employ a project
manager? Yes, ideally an
independent project manager from
a construction consultancy - it will
end up saving you money in the
long run and will help the
programme to run to schedule

“Set your parameters for success
(this could be defined by quality of
work, budget and timescale) and
communicate these to evervone in
the project team. Your architect,
builder, project manager and
suppliers all need to understand
what you are working towards.”

3. Supervise - and keep an eve out
for ways to cost-cut

“Price check, negotiate and place
bulk orders with suppliers where
possible. For smaller items and
sundries (screws, fixings, brackets,
ete), shop around and split them
from bulk orders if necessary, in
order to get the best price

“Control your budget carefully by
linking it to your programme,
having weekly meetings with vour
project manager, and always adding
contingency as backup.

“Design hacks, such as better
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storage solutions (instead of an
extension), lowering windows
(instead of widening), changing
materials and updating your
kitchen can deliver amazing results
at much lower cost.”

4. Don't underestimate the final
touches

“Final touches - like adding
mirrors, flashes of colour,
statement furniture and fabrics -
can have transformative effects on
your space. Don't be afraid to play
around with what you like and try
to work creatively with what you
have. Statement pieces mean you
don’t need to get rid of your
existing things to radically change
the feel of a room.

“And don't forget the garden. They
are often the most neglected parts
of properties and offer the
opportunity to provide a natural
extension of your home - add colour
and decoration with planting and
accessories.

“Lighting is fundamental to the
feel of a space - never
underestimate the value of getting
this right. The key is flexibility -
you want to be able to light the
room in several different ways - and
lamps are a great way to deliver
this and create atmosphere.”

Kevin McCloud and Kunle Barker
will be appearing at Grand Designs
Live at London’s ExC'L'l_N%e rom May
to 12. For more information and
tickets, visit granddesignslive.com.
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Top tips on tackling that renovation
home

that could add value to your

Current weather patterns might be trying
to trick us into thinking otherwise, but it is
now officially spring - so what better time
to cultivate your own little bit of domestic
rebirth?

With house prices constantly rising, home
renovation is an increasingly common option
for those seeking a significant change,
without the immense expense or hassle
of moving. Of course, a big project like
renovating can add serious value to your
property too, or simply provide the extra
space or refresh you've been dreaming of.

But renovating is no flat-pack wardrobe, and
for the vast majority it's not a DIY affair - so
where do you start?

Step forward Kunle Barker, host of Grand
Designs Live with Kevin McCloud.
-Hﬁﬁms are a big task - but Barker
has handled a fair few, all under the rigorous
glare of TV cameras. Here are his top tips for
getting started...

1. Assemble your team carefully

“Always hire the most skilled person for
the job. That means choosing an accredited
architect who will not only be able to help you
imagine your ‘grand design’, but deliver it on
time and to budget, without compromising on
quality.

“Choose a good, reliable and stable builder
with a track record you can trust. Your
architect will be able to recommend someone
(ideally suincune Lhey have ahizady worhed
with) who will deliver good value for money.”

2. Set up clear boundaries for the project

“It's imperative that you get the right
contract established for the project. Your
architect will be able to help you with this. It
will cost extra but it's absolutely essential for
establishing terms such as payment clauses.

“Should you employ a project manager?

Yes, ideally an independent project manager
from a construction consultancy - it will end
up saving you money in the long run and will
help the programme to run to schedule.”

3. Supervise —and keep an eye out for ways
to cost-cut

“Price check, negotiate and place bulk
orders with suppliers where possible. For
smaller items and sundries (screws, fixings,
brackets, etc), shop around and split them
from bulk orders if necessary, in order to get
the best price.

“Control your budget carefully by linking it
to your programme, having weekly meatings
with your project manager, and always adding
contingency as backup.”

4. Don't underestimate the final touches

“Final touches - like adding mirrors, flashes
of colour, statement furniture and fabrics
- can have transformative effects on your
space. Don't be afraid to play around with
what you like and try to work creatively with
what you have. Statement pieces mean you
don't need to get rid of your existing things to
radically change the feel of a room.

“And don't forget the garden. They are often
the most neglected parts of properties and
offer the opportunity to provide a natural
extension of your home."

Home renovation is a popular option for

those seeking a significant change



